Art at The Cross

Kanita Sim

Born in Thailand, Kanita grew up surrounded by the vibrant colours of the gorgeous Thai silks which were produced in her parents' Thai silk factory in Bangkok. Kanita's mother was a very successful colourist and this early influence of colour and fabric has had a hugely important effect on Kanita's work.Coming to Scotland initially to study English, Kanita found her way to Gray's School of Art in Aberdeen where she studied textile design.

Some highlights of her career have been:
Head Designer for Design Thai, part of the Rockefeller Group (Bangkok and U.S.A.) 

Fabric Designer for The Old Bleach Linen Co., Belfast 

Woven Fabric Designer for Higham Ltd., Lancashire 

Interior Designer, based in Fortrose, Ross-shire 

Now living in Aberdeen, Kanita's love of colour and her knowledge of fabric design can be seen in the pleasing compositions and subtle, often imaginative colourings of her painting, to which she has now turned full time. Kanita's paintings also demonstrate a diversity in styles which she attributes to the two major influences in her life - that of her Eastern heritage, which blends easily with her adopted Scottishness. Kanita may be contacted on 01224 316230

In the upper lounge you will find a selection of her originals and prints, all of which you may buy – examples below – and you may get more information on www.northernsights.net/scottishscene

We are also pleased to be able to offer for sale a range of unframed prints
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Art at The Cross

David Henderson
Every landscape has its shapes and forms. But for David Henderson it is colour that catches his eye as he captures through paint on paper the magnificent mountain arena of the Cairngorms National Park. 

No matter the season, strong colour pervades his work, whether it is the rich oranges and golds of autumn, the deep greys, browns and blues of winter or the vivid greens of summer.

David is an East Lothian-based, mountain and landscape artist who travels around Scotland and the Alps bringing the outdoors to life through strong colour and design. All his work is acrylic on paper. “It’s just something that suits my broad-brush technique and gives me the freedom and flexibility I want,” he says.

David has no formal art school training and came late to his new career, only moving into full-time painting in autumn 2006. He was previously an educational journalist.

He regularly exhibits on his home patch in North Berwick and has featured in Edinburgh city centre galleries. In the lower lounge and restaurant you will find a selection of his originals all of which you may buy – examples below – and you may get more information on www.davidhendersonart.co.uk
We are also please to be able to offer for sale a range of unframed prints. Please ask.
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Sarah Gillespie, Morayshire                           

Peerie Winkies (plaster and tweed)

These curious little creatures are called Peerie Winkies, which translates from old Scots as, “Small Things”. They are inspired by the rich story telling tradition of the North East of Scotland. Storytelling and folklore are at the heart of Scottish culture and tradition.  These folk traditions have an important relationship with the visual arts which include sculpture and textiles.

Tweed is also an important part of Scottish heritage and the story of these Peerie Winkies is interwoven with Johnstons fine tweed.

Education

· Milne’s High School, Fochabers, Scotland 1998-2004

· Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, Dundee, Scotland 2004-2008

· BA(hons) Fine Art

Achievements and Exhibitions

· Ena Baxter Art Prize 2004

· ‘The Modern Scot’ collaborative exhibition, Lower Foyer Gallery, Duncan of Jordanstone 2005

· Joint Curator and exhibitor at Group Exhibition and Auction, The Roseangle Gallery, Dundee Nov 2007

· Exhibition - Generator Projects, Dundee January 2008

· Exhibition, Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh February 2008

· Co-creator and organiser of Degree Show Catalogue 2008

· Exhibition – Just art Fochabers August 2008

· Exhibition - Compass Gallery, Glasgow June/July 2008

· Exhibition - Hanna’s Contemporary Art Gallery, Dundee Aug 2008
· Winner of Hanna’s Gallery Sculpture prize September 2008
